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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CGEN, EAID, LT 

SUBJECT: BUBONIC PLAGUE OUTBREAK IN LESOTHO 

1. BUBONIC PLAGUE IS REPORTED FROM SOUTHEASTERN DISTRICT OF 
MOHALIS HOEK, AT VILLAGE NEAR BORDER ACROSS FROM SOUTH AFRICAN 
TOWN OF ZASTROM. DIAGNOSIS HAS BEEN CONFIRMED BY SCIENTIFIC 
INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL RESEARCH IN JOHANNESBURG. 

2. TROOPS OF POLICE MOBILE UNIT HAVE CORDONED OFF CIRCLE OF 
THREE MILE RADIUS AROUND AFFECTED VILLAGE. ABOUT 1,000 PEOPLE 
LIVE WITHIN CORDONED OFF AREA, TWO OF WHOM HAVE DIED FROM 
PLAGUE. FORTY OTHER CASES REPORTED SO FAR. 

3. SOUTH AFRICA HAS CLOSED BORDER POSTS AT MAFETENG, MOHALIS HOEK, 
AND QUTHING AT APPARENT ORDER OF RSA MINISTRY OF HEALTH. IT 
UNDERSTOOD HERE THAT MASERU BRIDGE WILL NOT BE CLOSED ALTHOUGH 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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BREAK SPREADS. 

4. GOL HAS INFORMED WHO HEADQUARTERS IN GENEVA. 

5. LESOTHO HEALTH OFFICIALS HOPE TO CONTROL PLAGUE AND PREVENT IT 
FROM TAKING ON PNEUMONIC CHARACTER BY DISPENSING SULPHANILIMIDES 
AMONG PRESENTLY-AFFECTED POPULATION. SULPHANILIMIDES EXPECTED TO 
ARRIVE IN LESOTHO SOON. SHIPMENT OF 30,000 DOSES HAS BEEN 

IN JOHANNESBURG SINCE LAST SATURDAY BUT FORWARDING AGENT BUNGLED 
ONWARD DELIVERY TO LESOTHO. ANTICIPATE THAT U.S. WILL BE REQUESTED 
TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE IF PLAGUE ELUDES PRESENT PLANS FOR CONTROL. 

6. REQUEST RMO PRETORIA ADVISE ANY PRECAUTIONS THAT SHOULD BE TAKEN 
BY AMERICAN COMMUNITY. 

HAUGHT 
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